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The Vessel Satety Check-
One-on-One Education!




Vessel Safety Check
The History
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Vessel Safety Check
The History-continued
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The Vessel Safety Check
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Item 1 - Display of Numbers:
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Boat Numbers

PLACEMENT
Painted or Attached
to Each Side of Bow
Always Read Left to Right

Block not less than

3 inches hich CHARACTERS

COLOR
Must be of a Color SPACFNG
Contrasting to the Hyphen or Equivalent Space
Background Between 3 Parts of Number
CF 1234 AB
CF1X274AB

‘ or
LD CF-1234-AB FAZRA



Incorrect numbers

Not permanently attached Not block No spaces
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Under overhang

Not contrasting color



Item 2 - Registration and
Documentation:

Original Registration or Documentation papers MUST
be on board and available. Documentation numbers
must be permanently marked on a visible part of the
interior structure. The documented boat’s name and
hailing port must be displayed on the exterior hull in
letters not less than 4 inches in height. To be
documented a boat must be 5 net tons or greater.




How to read a “Certificate of Documentation” for a
documented vessel

Official Number

L\llED STATES OF AMP RIL’\

ULJ ARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NITED STATES COAST GUARD

~_—Hull Id Number

NATIONAL VESSEL DOCUMENTATION CENTER

Vessel Name SO JOLCHENT . Length

feet

Hailing Port

RECREATION

Owner / Operator

Expiration Date
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Hull Identification Number
(HIN)
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Item 3 Flotation Devices (PFD)
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Item 3 Flotation Devices (PFD):
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Item 3 Flotation Devices
(PFD):




Item 3 Flotation Devices (impact
rated PFD’s)

WARNING:

be buoyant following an impact.




Item 3 Flotation Devices

Non-Serviceable and Substandard Type I Unicellular
Plastic Foam Life Preservers
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Item 3 Flotation Devices continued
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Item 3 Flotation Devices continued
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Item 3 Flotation Devices continued

PFD INFLATION FAILURE DUE TO FALSE
POSITIVE SERVICE INDICATORS AND
INCORRECT CO2 CYLINDER INSTALLATION




Item 3 Flotation Devices (PFD)
continued:
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® STOLE - worn over the shoulders.
Thin profile and lightweight design offer comfort and excellent
range of motion.

® BELT PACK - worn around the waist, to the front.
Allows for comfort without obstruction.

® VEST - Fuller body coverage
with pockets.
When storage is needed;
extra pockets, etc. are built in.
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Item 4 - Visual Distress Signals (VDS):
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Item 4 - Visual Distress Signals (VDS):
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Item 4 - Visual Distress Signals-Continued

DAY NIGHT

O
{(NOVEMBER-CHARLIE)
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Item 4 - Visual Distress Signals
Continued

VDS

Bay REQUIRED

Legss tham
2 miles
Wh=

——
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Item 4 - Visual Distress Signals-Continued

Night Day
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Item 4 - Visual Distress Signals
Flares have a 42 month expiration date




Non Pyrotechnic Visual
Distress Signals




Item 4 - Visual Distress Signals-continued

RED RED HAND-HELD RED METEOR 3X3
FLARE FLARE DISTRESS FLAG

HAND-HELDFLARE  ¢GAPPROVALNUMBEER  EXPIRATION DATE

HH

SMOKE SIGNAL

’\‘-.

JESSEL SAFETY CHEC K
Fl ey

WEAR IT!
.S. CORST

GUARD AUXILIARY




Item 35 - Fire Extinguishers




Item 5 - Fire Extinguishers-
continued

Fire Extinguisher Charge

Indicators

Check the charge level of your fire
extinguishers regulary. Replace them
immediately if they are not fully charged.

rean button

To check this style of fire
extinguisher, de‘:ress the green
button. If it is fully charged, the
green button should pop back
out immeadiately.

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK

wEﬂR "' On this style of fire extinguisher,
U.S. COAST the neaedle indicator should be in
GUARD AURILIARY the "“full” range.




Item 35 - Fire Extinguishers

continued

Fire extinguishers are required if one of the following
conditions exists:

(1)
(2)

US. CORST
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Item 35 - Fire Extinguishers: Continued
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Item 35 - Fire Extinguishers: Continued

Minimum number of extinguishers required

Boat Length No Fixed System With Fixed System
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Item 6 - Ventilation:
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Item 6 — Ventilation

continued:
Boats with closed fuel tank

Compartments built after
August 1, 1978 must meet
requirements by displaying

a "certificate of compliance."
Boats built before that date
must have either natural or
powered ventilation in the

fuel tank compartment.




Required warning Label for
each engine at Key:

WARNING

“Gas vapors can explode. Before
starting, operate blower for four
minutes and check engine
compartment for gas vapors.”

5
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Item 7 - Backfire Flame Control:

All gasoline powered inboard/outboard (I/O) or inboard
motor boats must be equipped with an approved backfire

<R o\ flame control device.
o)
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Item 8 - Sound Producing Devices /
Bell:
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Item 8 - Sound Producing Devices /
Bell:
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Item 8 - Sound Producing Devices

Recent changes in the Navigation
Rules eftectively have changed the
requirements for the carriage of a bell
on both International, and by default,
Inland waters. It is now not required.
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Item 9 - Navigation Lights:
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Lexy thoan 12 meters ondy

VESSELSARENYCHEET:




Item 9 - Navigation Lights:
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Item 10 - Pollution Placard:

" DISCHARGE OF OIL PROHIBITED

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act

prohibits the discharge of oil or oily waste info or upon the navigable
waters of the United States, or the waters of the contiguous zone,
or which may affect natural resources belonging fo, apperftaining
to, or under the exclusive management authority of the United
States, if such discharge causes a film or discoloration of the surface
of the water or causes a sludge or emulsion beneath the surface
of the water. Violators are subject to substantial civil penalties
and/or criminal sanctions, including fines and imprisionment.

\/

Report all discharges to the

National Response Center at |1-800-424-8802 /

or to your local U.S. Coast Guard office
by phone or VHF radio, Channel 16.
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i

Itis illegal for any vessel to dump plastic trash
anywhere in the ocean or navigable waters of
the United States. Annex V of the MARPOL

TREATY is a new International Law for a cleaner,

U.S. Lakes, Rivers,
Bays, Sounds and
3 miles from shore

3 to 12 miles

ILLEGAL TO DUMP
Plastic & Garbage
Paper Metal
Rags Crockery
Glass Dunnage
Food

o

ILLEGAL TO DUMP

Plastic

Dunnage (lining &

packing materials

that float) also

if not ground to

less than one inch:

Paper Crockery
Metal

State and local regulations may further
restrict the disposal of garbage.
o

Item 11 - MARPOL Trash Placard:

safer marine environment. Each wolatran of

y
,000, a fine up to $50,000, and
:mpnsonmenr up to 5 years.

//

12 to 25 miles

QOutside 25 miles

ILLEGAL TO DUMP
Plastic

ILLEGAL TO DUMP
Plastic

Dunnage (lining &
packing materials
that float)

WORKING TOGETHER, VWE CAN ALL MAKE A DIFFERENCE'

Report any violation to the local U.S. Coast Guard Captain of the Port
Designed by the CENTER FOR MARINE CONSERVATION, Washington, DC

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK.
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Item 12 - Marine Sanitation Devices:

Any installed toilet
must be a Coast
Guard approved
device.

Overboard discharge
outlets must be
capable of being

\ sealed.
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Item 13 - Navigation Rules:

Boats 39.4 feet and over, when
operating on Navigable Inland
Waters, must have on board a
current copy of the Inland
Navigation Rules. It may also
be an 8x11 copy from the
internet. Sole state waters or
Inland lakes are NOT exempt.
(See page 36 of 2010 Federal
Requirements.) As of 1/2014
an electronic copy on a laptop,
tablet, etc. is acceptable.

.5.C0
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Item 14 - State and/ or Local
Requirements:
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Item 15 - Overall Vessel
Condition:

* Deck free of hazards and clean bilge:
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Item 15 - Overall Vessel Condition:

* Safe Electrical and Fuel Systems:
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Item 15 - Overall Vessel Condition:

Safe Electrical and Fuel Systems
continued:




Item 15 - Overall Vessel Condition:




Item 15 - Overall Vessel Condition:

* Fuel Systems
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Item 15 - Overall Vessel Condition:

* Safe Galley and Heating Systems:




Additional Discussion Items:

Boaters do not fail the VSC for nn ll;ing any

0T these ftems, ba&® ey should ha@ each on
T R e - T:— ‘

board thewr vesscl

MAXIMUM CAPACITIES v
0 Persons 0R1171Les.
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Additional Discussion Items

Accident Reports/Owner Responsibility

Offshore Operations




Additional Discussion Items
Fueling/Fuel Management
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Additional Discussion Items

Fueling/Fuel Management

Always use the One Third Rule




Additional Discussion Items
Insurance Considerations

Coverage should include:




Additional Discussion Items

DANGER!

CARBON MONOXIDE

Side View of a Houseboat Exhaust Vent from Generator

DANGER! Air Pocket
& Water Under Step

. Swim Platform
Generator Exhaust System | |-

o —
Generator s | A

i1 PoreEngine§ T -

b ol .:': b"'w. ‘{:
SR ;:-_-.-‘:1-1'\':EIE|UWW'31E|' Level
T ~
yrode=e .
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Additional Discussion Items

Carbon Monoxide




Additional Discussion Items
Carbon Monoxide



Additional Discussion Items
Carbon Monoxide Hazards caused by

Generator Exhaust




FILE A FLOAT PLAN

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK
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CHECK THE
WEATHER
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FIRST AID KIT

Pack a waterproof First
Aid kit and 1nsure that 1t
1s secured to your boat. |

In addition to the kit e
consider completing

basic first aid training
and CPR




VHF Radio, GPS, Compass
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CHARTS
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OTHER ITEMS




BOATING SAFETY COURSE

http//public.d11nuscgaux.
info/pe-course.html.
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CLEAN UP

\rESSEL SAFETY: CHECK
5 .
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The Vessel Satety Check Saves Lives!
For any questions, please contact:

Mike Lauro
Vessel Examiner

at:
sumfun(@juno.com
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