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TOPICS OF DISCUSSION
from N/Train

SOP VSC DECAL ORDER PROCEDURE

NEW VSC MANUAL and VSC Exam due 2nd quarter 2014
New VSC Decal planned for 2016

VSC REPORTING WEBSITE-www.usbi.org/vsc.php

New MARPOL placard unavailable with no ETA

Grant pending for Kayak/Canoe 1.D. labels

7038/MT-2 New Examiner Reporting

New examiner 1nitial qualification can not include kayaks or
canoes-power and sailboats only.




2013 DIINR VSC FACTS

DI11NR performed 8,377 VSC’s, the most in PAC AREA, but
only 66.2% of 2012

D11INR leads the nation with the highest number of VSC’s per
examiner with 28 per examiner!

DI11NR leads the nation with mest examiners over 500 VSC’s:
William W. Burns 1-7, Michael J. Lauro 10-2, and Steven B.
Perez 11-1

DI11INR leads the nation with mest flotilla’s over 300+ VSC’s
(9)- Flotilla’s 1-7, 3-9, 5-2, 5-5, 6-4, 10-2 (#3 nationally), 10-
3, 10-5, and 11-1(#9 nationally)

Division 10 1s the #4 producing Division nationally!




2014 VE WORKSHOP

QA TINQ SAFETY
DI1INR Vessel Examiners Save Lives!




Workshop Objectives




Workshop Contents

* Th rksh nsists of four jons:
— VSC Process and Procedures
— Conducting the Vessel Safety Check
— Paddle Craft

— Operational Facilities




VSC Process and Procedures

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK
»A4



The VSC Program




Where Can We Perform Vessel
Safety Checks?




Maintaining Certification




Assignment to Duty




Uniforms




VSC Courtesy

As a courtesy to the vessel owner, ask permission to come
aboard; say: “Permission to come aboard?” and ask if
you need to remove your shoes.

possible




Pre-Examination

* More exposure to the boater
* More opportunity to discuss boating safety
* More opportunity to solicit interest in the Auxiliary




Bottom Line

http://resource.d11nuscgaux.info/public/ve.html
or

http://www.safetyseal.net



http://resource.d11nuscgaux.info/public/ve.html

Supervised Vessel Safety Checks

Any VE performing supervised vessel safety checks
(VSC), whether in conjunction with Initial Qualification
or Recertification, must perform the supervised VSC on
power/sailing vessels only, no paddle crafts

Documented on Form 7012 and NOT Form 7012A
(Paddle Craft VSC)

Report activity on ANSC 7038 per policy

Once member is certified, paddle craft VSCs may be
performed




The VSC Decal




Awarding the VSC Decal

Only the current year VSC decal should be displayed

Old decals should be removed; however, VE/Owner may
place new decal directly over old VSC decal

VSC decal must be affixed immediately after examination
by the VE or by the operator in the presence of the VE

Affix in a location not to interfere with or obscure the
operator’s view

DO NOT place on a plastic window!




VSC Decal Placement

with the boaters permission:

On the lower forward corner of a portside window,
being careful not to block someone’s vision.

3” behind the portside state registration numbers

If no window is available, to the dashboard or the
back of a seat

Decals should only be affixed to permanently
installed equipment




Quiz

[1] If an owner or operator has consented to a VE performing
a VSC on his/her vessel, what can be expected?

[a] A one-on-one education about boating laws, safety
equipment and operation of a vessel 1in a safe manner
[b] A guarantee against a boarding by the Coast Guard or

local/state marine authorities, as long as the VSC decal 1s
current

[c] A minimum of a 10% discount on the boat owner's marine
Insurance policy

[d] A free survey of the boat, saving the owner a substantial
amount of money by not having to hire a marine surveyor




[a] A one-on-one education about boating laws, safety
equipment and operation of a vessel in a safe manner




Quiz

[2] Because of unusual circumstances, you were unable to
conduct five VSCs last year. What happens now?

[a] You have to meet the full initial qualification criteria to
regain your qualifications

[b] You have to do ten this year to keep your qualifications
and to make up for last year

[c] You have to do at least two VSCs under supervision of
a certified VE to regain your qualifications and then
five for this year

[d] You can't regain your qualifications. Once you miss a
year you're too rusty to be an effective VE




Answer

[2] Because of unusual circumstances, you were unable to
conduct five VSCs last year. What happens now?

[c] You have to do at least two VSCs under supervision of a
certified VE to regain your certification and then five for
this year




Quiz

[3] A vessel owner consents to a VSC on a vessel that has a
prior year’s decal on it. The vessel passes and is eligible for
a decal. What should you do?

[a] Since only one VSC decal 1s permitted to be displayed at
any time, remove or have the owner remove the old decal

and apply the new one

[b] Save the new decal for your next VSC and just give the
owner the Form 7012 or 7012A

[c] Place the new decal next to the old one. Owners like to
display decals for all the years they've been examined

[d] Place the new decal on the starboard window so that 1t will
not interfere with or obscure the operator's view




[a] Since only one VSC decal is permitted to be displayed

at any time, remove or have the owner remove the old
decal and apply the new one




Quiz

[4] You are on vacation in another state that's part of a different district.
Should you bring your VSC materials with you?

[a] No, don't bother. You won't get credit outside your district

[b] No, don't bother. The decals are numbered and allocated for only your
specific district.

[c] Yes, but you can only examine vessels that are registered in your home
district. Therefore, make sure you look for those with registration letters
representing your state

[d] Yes, a qualified Vessel Examiner may conduct a VSC in any state or
territory of the United States




[d] Yes, a qualified Vessel Examiner may conduct a
VSC in any state or territory of the United States
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Quiz
[S] You happen to be visiting a friend at a local marina. You're
wearing casual civilian clothes. A boat owner sees you and asks if

you would perform a safety check on the boat. What should you
do?

[a] Apologize to the owner and explain that you can't do a VSC if
you're not in proper uniform

[b] Even when you're not in uniform or prescribed dress, a VE should
not delay or refuse a request for a VSC

[c] Explain that you're off-duty and entitled to some "down time" too.
Tell the owner to catch you another time

[d] Since activity only counts if you're in uniform, don't waste your
time or the boat owner's time




[b] Even when you're not in uniform or prescribed dress, a
VE should not delay or refuse a request for a VSC




Quiz
[6] You have just completed a VSC on a vessel that passes and

is eligible for a decal. However, the vessel does not have a
windshield. What do you do now?

[a] Place the new decal on the dashboard or back of a seat;
someplace that will be readily visible

[b] Give the owner or operator the decal and let them decide
where they would like 1t

[c] Since you may only place a decal on the window or
windshield, you never should have done a VSC on this boat
in the first place

[d] Save the new decal for your next VSC and just give the
owner the Form 7012 indicating their boat earned a decal




[a] Place the new decal on the dashboard or back of a seat;
someplace that will be readily visible




Conducting the Vessel Safety
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Registration Numbers
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Registration Numbers
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Documented Vessel

* Every documented vessel must have:

- An official number
- Marked by any “PERMANENT METHOD”
- Cannot be obliterated or obscured

- Not less than 3 inches in height

- On some clearly visible interior integral
“structural” part of the vessel




Documented Vessel

* A documented vessel hull display must:

- Have the name and hailing port of the vessel
together 1n one place on the hull (usually on the
stern)

- Be 1n letters not less than 4 inches in height
- Be clearly readable, but font 1s not specified




Life Jackets

Coast Guard approved
In good and serviceable condition
Appropriate size for the intended user
Be readily available (i.e. not in locked compartment or manufacturer’s
plastic bag)

- All vessels 16 feet or over (except canoes and kayaks) must also carry one
throwable type life saving device

- Throwable devices must be “immediately available” for use and not stored
in a plastic bag or a compartment




Life Jackets

older
- Require regular maintenance

- Must have a full cylinder and all status indicators
green




Visual Distress Signals

- The Great Lakes (excluding Lake St. Clair)
- The territorial seas

- And those waters connected directly, up to the first
point where a body of water is less than two miles




Visual Distress Signals

Approved orange flag with black square/circle (day
signal only)

Approved electric distress light flashing SOS (night
signal only)




Visual Distress Signals

- Recreational vessels less than 16 feet
- Vessels participating in organized events

- Open sail boats less than 26 feet and not equipped
with propulsion machinery

- Manually propelled vessels




Fire Extinguishers




Sound Producing Devices

— EVERY vessel must carry a horn or an acceptable
type whistle audible for 7 mile

— NONE of the size vessels we examine are now
required to carry a bell




Navigation Lights

- Between sunset and sunrise

- Periods of reduced visibility




Pollution Placard




MARPOL Trash Placard




Marine Sanitation Devices
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- Padlocking overboard discharge valves in the
closed position

- Closing overboard discharge valves and
removing handle

- Locking door to space enclosing the toilet




Navigation Rules




Overall Vessel Condition




Marine Radios

Zesgdg garmng g marine VHF m_d;g mug monitor
> and Distress channe

- When their radio is turned on

- When not transmitting or receiving on another
channel




Accident Reporting

Loss of life
Personal injury which is beyond first aid

Damage to the boat and other property $2,000 or
more (amount may vary in some states)

Complete loss of boat




Quiz

a] A Type L, II or III MSD if under 65'
b] A dump valve

c] A Type III MSD to recirculate waste
(d] A lock on the head door




[d] A lock on the head door
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[a] No, wearable life jackets (PFDs) have to be readily
accessible. Keeping them in the manufacturer’s plastic

bag or in a locked compartment does not meet this
requirement
b] Yes, since they have plenty of life jackets
c] Yes, but remind them to use any spare Type II as though
it were a Type 1V
d] No, Type II Life Jackets (PFDs) have to be immediately
available. If they are in a locked compartment thz
means they're not immediately available




[a] No, wearable life jackets (PFDs) have to be readily
accessible. Keeping them in the manufacturer’s plastic
bag or in a locked compartment does not meet this
requirement




Quiz

ssel’s electrical in

a] Battery mounted on transom

b] Battery not installed in “battery box”
c] Battery terminal connections loose

d] Battery not appropriate size
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Quiz

[4] A recreational vessel less than 65 feet MUST
mgm_Lqr channel 16 if a VHF-FM radio is carried

a] False, it is at the discretion of the operator
b] Only if it is an Operational Facility

c] Only if required to have a FCC license

d] True, only if the radio is operating and not
being used for communications




mgm_{qr thnngl 1 é gt a | VHF—FM rg_d;g Is carried

[d] True, only if the radio is operating and not
being used for communications
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Quiz

Which vessels must carry a throwable life jacke

[a] All vessels 16 feet or over (except canoes and
kayaks)

| All vessels

1ly those vessels actively participating ir
ting events

" the noices




Answer

Which vessels must carry a throwable life jacke

[a] All vessels 16 feet or over (except canoes and
kayaks)
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a] Orange Flag with black square/circle

b] Waving of arms
c] Electric flashing SOS distress light
'd] Red flares




[b] Waving of arms
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Registration and HIN




Sound Producing Device




Life Jackets

- Coast Guard approved
- In good and serviceable condition

- Appropriate size for the intended user
* The life jacket label is the




Life Jackets




Overall Vessel Condition




Navigation Lights

— An electric torch (flashlight) or
lighted lantern showing a white light

— Exhibited in sufficient time to
prevent collision




Visual Distress Signals

- Pyrotechnics (red flares, hand-held or aerial)

- Approved electric distress light flashing SOS

* All VDS need an approval number displayed and
the pyrotechnics must not be beyond the listed
expiration date




State and/or Local Requirements




Open Water and Other Discussion
Recommendations

Convey need and use for the following:

Open Water Other

Pump or bailer })];'ess appropriately/Carry

Spray skirt File Float Plan
Food and Water

Assess the risk
Compass/GPS/Charts High Visibility Clothing

Tow/Boat Recovery Emergency Kit

. . Accident reporting
VHF Marine Radio . Anchor Light

Spare paddle/oars




Additional Suggestions

* Always dress for immersion rather than for the
air temperature. All paddle craft operators will
eventually capsize, it is just a matter of when.
Never be caught unprepared!

* For safety, always paddle in a group




Placement of VSC Decal




Quiz

[1] What lights are required to be displayed by a paddle
craft at night?

[a] No lights are required for a paddle craft

[b] At a minimum 1t must display side lights forward
like a sailing vessel

[c] A white light readily available to make the paddle
craft visible to other nearby vessels

|d] The same lights as a PWC




Answer

[1] What lights are required to be displayed by a paddle
craft at night?

[c] A white light readily available to make the paddle
craft visible to other nearby vessels




Quiz

[2] Having met all the legal requirements makes
~ a paddle craft safe?




Answer

[2] Having met all the legal requirements makes
a paddle craft safe?

[b] False (but you will be better prepared to
handle situations that may come up)




Quiz
[3] The HIN is not readable any longer on the paddle
craft. Do you award a decal?

[a] Yes; however, you need to explain to the owner
that law enforcement officers may be concerned
since they could suspect that the vessel may be

stolen. However, the HIN is not a requirement for
our decal

[b] No, the HIN 1is required for us to award a decal




Answer

[3] The HIN is not readable any longer on the paddle
craft. Do you award a decal?

[a] Yes; however, you need to explain to the owner

that law enforcement officers may be concerned
since they could suspect that the vessel may be

stolen. However, the HIN is not a requirement for
our decal




Quiz

[4] 1t is fine to paddle alone when there is no




[4] It is fine to paddle alone when there is no
current or bad weather.
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Quiz

[5] Paddlers need to dress...

[a] for immersion
b] always 1n a bathing suit in case of a capsize

| with a wide brim hat and sun glasses
d] light to avoid heat stroke




Answer

[5] Paddlers need to dress...

[a] for immersion (all paddle craft operators will
eventually capsize, it 1s just a matter of when.
Never be caught unprepared!)




Quiz

[6] Visual distress signals are required for all
paddle craft.

la] True

[b] False, they are not required to carry day
signals, but when operating on coastal waters
must carry night signals between sunset and
sunrise, and when required by state laws




Answer

[6] Visual distress signals are required for all
paddle cratft.

[b] False, they are not required to carry day
signals, but when operating on coastal waters
must carry night signals between sunset and
sunrise, and when required by state laws




Operational Facilities

VESSEL SAFETY CHEC)c
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OPFAC Inspection and
Offer For Use Form




OPFAC Inspections

Dnly a certified Auxiliary Vessel Examiner (VE) may
duc facility (OPFAC
48 e =
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http://www.safetyseal.net/
http://www.safetyseal.net/
http://www.safetyseal.net/

Multiple Owner Facilities




Corporate Owned Facilities




Auxiliary Owned Facilities




The Need For Accuracy

* The Vessel Facility Inspection and Offer For Use Forms are
official USCG required document and must be filled out

P
* Examples which mig osult in the
for use include (but not limited to):
U Incomplete of missing information
U Failure to have signatures and initials in ALL required areas

 Missing required equipment

M Incorrect coding

H Not having accompanying documentation when required

 Some DIRAUX offices may offer “suggested” check sheets to assist the
VE 1in ensuring the form 1s properly completed.

1 Missing required photo.




Authorized Coxswains




District Unique Requirements




Special Equipment Requirements




Examples of Specific Equipment
Requirements-from Form 7003




Common Errors




Credit for Inspection

member name and number in “

line




Quiz

1] Auxiliary Facility Inspections:

[a] Can only be done by an Auxiliary Vessel Examiner

[b] May be done by any Vessel Examiner (Auxiliary
or USPS)

[c] Must be done on the water only

[d] Must be approved by the Flotilla Commander first




1] Auxiliary Facility In

[a] Can only be done by an Auxiliary Vessel Examiner
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a] AUXMAN
b] DIRAUX

c] The Operations Manual
(d] All of the above




[d] All of the above (AUXMAN, DIRAUX,
Operations Manual)
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[a] The member holding the largest percentage of
ownership

[b] The member holding the highest
elected/appointed office

[c] The member who will be designated coxswain
[d] Any member who is a part owner




[a] The member holding the largest percentage of
ownership
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a] 2 extra portable fire extinguishers

b] 1 type B-I and 1 type B-II extra fire extinguishers

c] 2 B-II type extra fire extinguishers

] 1 extra portable fire extinguisher
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Congratulations!




Presented by:

National Director (DIR-V)
jonal D Director (DIR-

DI1INR DSO- ination _
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